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Paul, Romans and the Gay Issue 
 
My home church (Dutch Reformed church) has to make a decision on the issue of 
homosexuality and our church stand.  I am leading our local area cell group for the 
church in this decision making process.  If the issue is part of your church discussion, 
I hope you may find my approach helpful.  My insight: Paul's reference in Romans 1: 
26-27 to homosexuality is a piece of legal evidence in a far bigger legal case he is 
presenting to the church in Rome....it is vital you understand what is at stake here. 
 
There is an old saying regarding interpreting scripture that says "a text taken out of 
context becomes a pretext."  And since the bible is so conveniently divided for us into 
chapters and verses we are very apt to quote our favorite texts to prove a point. And 
often we tend thereby to miss the important context of that scripture. Certainly in the 
issue of homosexuality Romans 1:26-27 is the "go-to" favorite.... 
"For this cause God gave them up unto vile passions; for even their women did 
change the natural use into that which is against nature. And likewise the men 
leaving the natural use of the woman burned in their lust toward another; men with 
men working that which is unseemly..." 
 
What is Paul trying to say here? What is the context? My contention to you is that this 
statement is a piece of evidence in a well thought out legal argument that Paul is 
making in the first 8 chapters of Romans.  You need to know what that legal argument 
is, to whom was it written and what were the problems and issues that Paul was 
addressing to the church in Rome.  When you see these contexts I hope you will 
realize that our very understanding of what is the gospel of Jesus Christ is dependent 
on us understanding Paul's well thought out and well presented case...and thereby 
understanding the critical piece of evidence he produces for his case right in the first 
chapter. 
 
I am going to give you a quick summary of the case and the arguments that Paul 
presents in these 8 chapters, just the highlights. I hope you will follow up with your 
own study. Then I will give you my conclusions why it is critical in the light of Paul's 
presentation that we as a church do not get the "gay issue" wrong....because there are 
a host of critical issues that start unraveling if we get his wrong. 
 
But first just some interesting background to the problem in the church in Rome.... 
 
Paul is writing this letter during his third missionary journey while he was in Corinth. 
This would be about 58 AD.  He had been all over travelling and teaching in churches 
but never to Rome and right in the first verses he expresses his keen desire to visit the 
believers with this objective: 
vrs 15 "So as much as in me is I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are in 
Rome also....for I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ..." 



And then from that the next verse right through to the end of chapter 8 he proceeds to 
preach to them the gospel as the Holy Spirit revealed to him....to prepare them for his 
visit.  He needed to do this because they had all heard of this great preacher by 
reputation and they also knew he had a different approach to the gospel than the 
mother church in Jerusalem under the leadership of the first bishop of Jerusalem, 
James the brother of Jesus. 
 
Think of it as two different denominations, two different approaches to what is the 
Kingdom of God.  Paul fought this issue in all the churches against the message from 
James and the elders in Jerusalem....the Gentile believers were in confusion...if Jesus 
is the Messiah the King of the Jews and He is coming back to set up a Jewish 
Kingdom must I become a Jew to be part of His kingdom?  The message from James 
and Jerusalem was adamant....you must be circumcised, convert to Judaism, keep the 
laws of Israel and believe in Jesus the Messiah of the Jews.  In Jerusalem these 
Messianic Jews were called "Nazoreans" coming from "nazir" as in taking the 
"nazirite vow" which was done in the temple vowing to keep the laws of God with an 
offering and then you were baptized and you became a part of the Israel nation of the 
redeemed.  Even Peter the apostle was caught up in this Nasorean sect for which Paul 
writes in Galatians 2 that he upbraided Peter when the Jerusalem elders found out that 
Peter was actually eating with Gentile believers (and thereby becoming ritually 
"unclean") he hurriedly separated himself to eat only with Jewish believers. 
(remember Apartheid? You get the idea...) 
 
So in this context as background there was much confusion in all the churches about 
this new Jewish faith.  Jews were well known throughout the Roman empire.  They 
were respected. Rome even made special provision for Jewish beliefs.  They had the 
strange belief that there was only one God and that one God happened to be their 
God.  No images of that God was to be made and there was only one temple to the 
one God and that was in Jerusalem.  This was all peculiar and strange to the Roman 
world but Rome made a practice of tolerating all religions.  So Jews were allowed to 
work only 6 days a week and rest on the 7th day. This actually became so popular an 
idea that it was soon adopted by most of the Roman empire who thought it a grand 
idea...everyone wanted the same privilege.  
 
But the raging issue in all the churches was this: Since I am now serving the God of 
the Jews must I become a Jew to be part of their God's provision of salvation and 
forgiveness?  Since this God has a Son who is coming back to earth to establish His 
Kingdom must I become a Jew to be part of His Kingdom?  That is why you see the 
heavy arguments in Ephesians and Galatians and Romans on this issue of Jews and 
Gentiles, circumcision or not circumcision, keeping the laws of Israel or not? 
 
It is with this background that Paul says I want to have a chance to preach the gospel 
of Christ to you folks at Rome as the Holy Spirit revealed it to me and I did not learn 
it from the Jerusalem church....and here it is....and so he sets out to lay out his case 
why the teaching out of the Jerusalem church is wrong. 
 
The task before Paul was this:  he had to demonstrate the following to these new 
Gentile believers and the Jewish believers in the church at Rome... 
 



- The Lord God is not just the God of the Jews....He is the God of all creation and all 
mankind. 
- God has made His law known to all mankind but all of mankind Jews and Gentiles 
have transgressed His law and therefore all have sinned. 
- God's remedy for reconciliation and salvation does not lie in keeping the Jewish 
laws, because firstly not even the Jews keep their laws and secondly the rest of 
humanity know nothing of the laws God revealed to Moses. 
- Then he comes to his great insight which is the key of the gospel as the Lord 
revealed to him.....Jesus Christ and His death on the cross was God's payment for the 
sins of the world and God is now able to offer salvation as a free gift to all mankind, 
all that is required is repentance from the sinner and faith in the promises of God. 
 
This is the essence of Paul's message to all the churches and frankly the elders in 
Jerusalem did not like this kind of preaching....it cut out the need for circumcision, 
conversion to Judaism, observance of dietary laws, or laws of separation etc. 
 
I will get to the issue of homosexuality in Paul's argument in a moment but let me 
give you some of the highlights of Paul's presentation to help you follow his legal 
case... 
- Right in the first chapter in verse 17 he makes his cardinal point...the just will live 
by faith. 
- Next he shows that through the splendor of the creation all mankind know there is a 
God and therefore know they are answerable to their creator. 
- Next he shows that both mankind in general as well as the Jews knowing the law of 
God have all sinned against God in their rebellion and excuses. 
- He concludes in chapter 3:9  "...for we have before proved that both Jews and 
Gentiles that they are all under sin"  
 
Now it is this sentence that I am going to come back to in Paul's legal argument that 
pertains to the issue of homosexuality but let me just make a few more highlights in 
his argument. 
 
In verse 3;28,29 he says "we therefore conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the 
Gentiles?"  And then Paul goes on in chapter 4 to give his prime example of his 
theses...Abraham. Abraham before he was circumcised, before the law was given, 
while Abraham was a pure Gentile.....Paul shows that Abraham was saved by faith in 
the promises of God and as such he becomes the father of all those, Jews and Gentiles 
who are saved by faith in the promises of God. From that chapter through to chapter 8 
he goes deeper into God's plan of salvation and how it was implemented and how it 
manifests in our lives through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Study it! 
 
But let's go back to the critical assertion in Paul's argument...."we have before proved 
that both Jews and Gentiles that they are all under sin."  This raises the critical 
issue...how can you pronounce the Gentiles guilty of sin which means breaking the 
laws of God when they in fact knew nothing of the laws of Moses? How did Paul 
prove his legal case of 'guilty".  It was easy proving the Jews guilty, they had written 
laws from Moses in the Torah, but how do you prove the Gentiles guilty and thereby 
the Gentiles also needing a savior? 
 



The answer is that Paul uses two kinds of law that all legal systems know about: 
Statute law and common law.  This was known in the Roman legal system and used 
and it is well known and used in our world wide legal systems. 
 
Statute law is the law written down in the law books and the legislation of nations.  A 
lawyer can argue his case from statute law.  But there is another law that a lawyer can 
argue from...common law. This is the collective understanding of a nation or people 
as to their historical traditions that informs what is and what is not acceptable 
behavior. 
 
Paul's argument that all have sinned is based on the fact that God has spoken to all 
mankind....to the Jews He gave His law by written statute through Moses.  To the 
Gentiles He gave his law through the mechanism of "common law"....and His means 
of transmitting this common law to all mankind was through their "conscience".... 
people know what is right and wrong. 
 
Paul makes a major argument for "common law" in chapter 2:14-15: 
"For when the Gentiles which have not the law do by nature the things contained 
in the law, these having not the law (the statute law of Moses) have the law in 
themselves: Which show the work of the law written in their hearts their conscience 
also bearing witness and their thoughts meanwhile accusing or excusing one 
another." 
 
To illustrate his point that Gentiles can discern God's law through their conscience 
without knowing God's statute law he picks out the issue of homosexuality for the 
Roman church.  Regardless of what you might have thought about Rome as a corrupt 
place of immorality, when Paul wrote this Augustus Caesar had been dead about 40 
years and Augustus was known for his demands of pubic morality from the leading 
classes of Rome. He banished his own daughter to an island for sleeping around with 
men. If you asked the average Roman why their empire was so great, greater than the 
Greek empire of Alexander the answer was simple....the Greeks became corrupt and 
weak through immorality...especially homosexuality which till today is known as 
"greek".  So regardless of what was happening privately, publicly Roman virtue 
despised homosexuality as "unnatural". 
 
So Paul using this issue to illustrate how God speaks to all men through common law 
conscience as well as statute law in scripture as to what is sin is also a useful 
illustration because this was also part of the statute law of God as revealed through 
the law of Moses in Lev. 18:22 "Thou shalt not lie with mankind as with 
womankind, it is abomination."   
 
The issue of homosexuality as sin is therefore critical to Paul's argument of how make 
both Jews and Gentiles guilty before God and therefore needing salvation and a 
savior....God revealed this as sin to Jews by statute law and revealed this to be sin to 
Romans and other Gentiles by common law. 
 
But Paul also recognized the other problem with following your conscience...he says 
it results in either you end up accusing or excusing yourself of sin.  And so he asks 
"who are you o man that judges" (ch 2:1)...you have no right to your own standard of 
judgment because...." vrs 2 "we know that the judgment of God is according to truth 



against them who commit such things." meaning if God says this is sin, your opinion 
counts for nothing...God is the final and proper judge as to what is right and wrong. 
 
Now here is the crises we face in the church.... 
There is strong push within the church by academic theologians to deny that 
homosexuality is a sin.  To do so they need to cast doubt on Paul's case, on the two 
pillars of how we determine that God speaks to mankind...through the written 
scriptures and through the conscience of mankind.  Take those two pillars away and 
the church collapses.  We can no longer claim we speak to mankind from God neither 
can we claim that God has spoken clearly to mankind as to sin and salvation. 
 
To pull these pillars down they must ask the question that Satan asked Eve in the 
garden of Eden... 
"Hath God said.....?" 
 
Are you sure you can rely on the Bible as the divinely inspired Word of God? Is it not 
really just the thoughts of men written down through the ages which actually just 
reflect their prejudices, their environment, their issues of the day? Is most of this in 
actual fact still applicable? 
Your conscience? Are you sure this is not just cultural indoctrination of how you were 
brought up? 
 
With this doubt you must then provide the doubter with a new standard of 
determining what is right and wrong which is what Satan offered Eve..."eat of this 
fruit of knowledge and you will become like God to know good or evil"...or in other 
words like God you can determine yourself what is good or evil.  By what means? : 
the fruit of knowledge.  By what standard?....if it is good to taste, good to the eye and 
able to make me wise. In other words the new standard is how do I feel about this? 
What does this do for me?  You see your problem is not sin needing a savior....your 
problem is ignorance needing new knowledge. 
 
This higher level humanist morality is centered on human feelings as to what is right 
and wrong...such as: 
'What is wrong with a sexual relationship between two men who love each other in a 
committed relationship?"  Has God really said this is sin? How could a God of love 
describe this as sin? 
 
But lest take the question a bit further... 
"What is wrong with a sexual relationship between a mother and son who love each 
other in a committed relationship?' (by the way it is legal in Europe e.g. Switzerland) 
"What is wrong with a sexual relationship between an adult and a child who love each 
other in a committed relationship?" 
'What is wrong with a sexual relationship between a man and three women he loves 
and wants to marry?" 
 
We as a church cannot approach the gay issue and accept the arguments of "but I was 
born this way" or "I am not attracted to woman" or "But I love this man and we want 
to get married" 
 



We were all born with a sin nature. We all want to do what we feel. We all have 
things that cause is to do wrong.  The answer is the same for all of us....take up your 
cross and follow Jesus. Crucify the flesh and make no room for its desires. We need to 
address this problem with love and compassion but with the Word of God. Souls are 
at stake here...we cannot give people false hope. We are called to reconcile people to 
God and that means that they must accept that they are sinners and repentance means 
turning away from sin and allowing the Holy Spirit to create a new creation, all the 
old things pass away, behold everything is new. 
 
The facts are that this has always been sin in all societies through all ages because 
God has spoken to the hearts of mankind and said to them this is wrong. 
The fact is that for 3000 years Jewish rabbis have said the Torah says this is sin. 
The fact is that the Catholic Church, a church filled with homosexuals who would 
dearly love for the scriptures to say otherwise acknowledge from all their 
scholars...scriptures say this is sin. 
The fact is that all other churches liberal and conservative, whether Anglican, Eastern 
Orthodox, Methodist, Reformed, Evangelical or Pentecostal all agree...this is sin. 
 
And now we have theological academics from a religious department of a university 
and their graduates telling us we the church universal have been wrong for 2000 
years, the Jewish faith has been wrong for 3000 years, societal norms have been 
wrong....we are right and so is the modern world's sexual practices. 
 
I predict this....any church that forces this deviant theology on God's people is a 
church that will die out. Christian leaders who push this deviant theology on their 
people will lose the respect and trust of their congregation...and they will go 
elsewhere.  But most importantly of all any Church that stops preaching the Word of 
God and the gospel of Jesus Christ as the power of God unto salvation is a church 
where the Spirit of God has departed and with it God's blessings and approval. God's 
people are not stupid and they also hear the Spirit of God....they will soon realize 
when the presence and power of God is no longer in a church....and they will leave 
along with the Holy Spirit. 
 


